Tuberculosis and National Health
Section i of the Factories Act, 1937, provides that every factory shall
be kept in a clean state and free from effluvia. Section 2 prohibits the
overcrowding of factories to such an extent as to cause risk of injury to
the health of the persons employed therein. With certain specified
exceptions a factory is deemed to be overcrowded if the amount of cubic
space per person is less than four hundred cubic feet. The exceptions
are when for special reasons the Chief Inspector grants a certificate
exempting the workroom from the provisions of the subsection, and as
provided by subsection 3, in respect of any room used as a workroom
at the date of the passing of the Act, the cubic space permitted shall be
two hundred and fifty cubic feet for a period of ten years subject to the
provision of effective and suitable mechanical ventilation before the first
period of five years is completed. This subsection shall cease to apply
to any room if it passes into the occupation of any other person or if
default is made in the said provision of mechanical ventilation, or if
effective mechanical ventilation ceased to be maintained. Section 3 deals
with the temperature of workrooms and requires the maintaining of a
reasonable temperature in each workroom. Where a substantial proper/
tion of the work is done sitting a temperature of not less than sixty degrees
shall be maintained and a thermometer shall be provided for each work/
room. Section 4 makes it obligatory to provide and maintain adequate
ventilation by the circulation of fresh air in each workroom and to render
harmless all fumes, dust, and other impurities likely to be injurious to
health. Section 5 requires effective arrangements for securing and main/
taining sufficient and suitable lighting whether natural or artificial.
Section 7 provides that efficient and suitable sanitary conveniences shall
be available with proper separate accommodation for persons of each sex.
The Secretary of State may make regulations regarding the class or
description of a factory or parts thereof and in regard to the heating,
ventilation, lighting, and sanitary arrangements provided for factories or
any class or description of factory.
Section 41 of the Act requires the provision of an adequate supply of
wholesome drinking water. Section 53 provides that no work shall be
carried on in any underground room. Sections no and in deal with
home/work and the employment of persons in premises injurious or
dangerous to health. Section 123 rektes to the powers of inspectors and
provides, inter alia, that an inspector who is a duly qualified medical
practitioner shall carry out such medical examinations as may be necessary
for the purposes of his duties under the Act.
In certain industries, reference to which has previously been
made, which are associated with the liberation of fine silica dust,
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